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Notes on Nuance: “At Once”

Parallel Structure

“at once”
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“at once”

“It took some time to accept the fact that my father’s family had 

its own secrets and untruths. They were at once intellectually adventurous 

and extremely puritanical.”
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“at once”

“It took some time to accept the fact that my father’s family had 

its own secrets and untruths. They were at once intellectually (adverb)

adventurous (adjective) and extremely (adverb) puritanical (adjective).”
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“at once”

“It’s 3,600-some pages, at once weirdly self-deprecating and breathtakingly 

egoistic, began to appear in English, at the rate of a volume a year, in 2012, 

culminating this fall with the translation of Book Six.”
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“at once”

“It’s 3,600-some pages, at once weirdly (adverg) self-deprecating (adjective)

and breathtakingly (adverb) egoistic (adjective), began to appear in English, at 

the rate of a volume a year, in 2012, culminating this fall with the translation 

of Book Six.”
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Playful + Elegant


